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AN INDEPENDENT VIEW.

At the opening meeting of the municipal cam-
paign, which took place at Lemp's tlall, Wednes-
day eveaing, Judge Ii. E. Rombaver, the priocipal
speaker, struck exactly the kevnote of the cam-

THnEn.

He infurmsed his hearers that be did not address
“Lem as a Democrat but as one of their fellow-
+urkholders in the great business corpuration which
s known as the City of St Louis. He then pro-
veded to contrast cunditions as they were four
veirs age with conditions as they exist to-day, and

saul among other things:

l'our years ago the streets of the City of St
Louis were i a ruinous condition, public franchises
of zreat valpe were traded in by its unscrupulous
representatives, in an open and defiant manner, its
public buildings were neglected aud rapidly golng
10 Jecay, aud its treasury was exbausted, Even its
wransporiation facilities were utterly demoralized,
owing to the absence of a firm hand, intent on secur-
inz just relations between employer and employe.
To-day the streets of St Louis are in an excellent
couditdon, many miles of them having been recon-
structed with the most approved material, many of
f1= public bulldings have been thoroughly repalred,
while those in process of construction bave been
vompleted, and some new ones erected. St Louls
tosday boasts the best street-car service In the
1 nited States, and probabiy the best anywhere, and
there s no friciion between employer and employe.

The sjeaker called attention to the fact that
whilep the niumcipal revenue funds four yeams ago
a Jdetcit of SIZL746.06, at the end of the
pres.nt tiscal year it shows a balance to the city's
erefiit of $654,174.56, a diffeience of alinost $NM,-
This notwithstanding the fact that during
the Jast four years S0 more was expended for

27
L

LU

the construction of sewers, nearly $LO00O0 mworc

for the cvustruction acd recousiruction ef streets,
and 265500 more for the construction and repatr
of public bulldings, than during the four yvears of

the preceding Republican sdministration,

He then procesded to demonstrate that these
uecessary  expenditures, judiciously made, were
made feasible only by an assessment of all property
for tazation, and the hopest and fearless collesction
of the city's revenue; thai, while property Lad not
materially locreased in value, that part of it which
Lad formerly esceped 1axation, or was inadaquarely
taxel, was made to bear fis fust burden by a

proper method of egualization

The speaier calied attention te the fact that the
tax vaigation of central busiuess property was in-
crease] during the dret year of the present ad-
ministration modv than 12,00, while the valua-
tion of modest bomes in the ssuthern and northern
parts of the clty was not increased, but in many In-

stances redoced.

The foliowing Sgures given Ly him, takeg from

official records, are of general |oterest:

Incresse in valuation of preperty for tasation 'n
1902, ever that of 1901, §25900.000, of which $10,-

KIS0ND represents pers.ual property,

Incrvase in valuation of property for taxation in
1%, over that of 193 §2T 4 e, of which §13.-

C43.000 represeuts personal property.

locrease in valuation of property for tazation in
1904 over that of 1908 $ 3340w of which $15.-

2M.A00 represenis personal property.

The aspeaker proceeded 1o show that this vast
lncrease in the waluation of perwstcal property was
due In & grest measure to the fact that large cor-
porations which, wader preceding Republicas ad-
nistrations, were pever made 1o besr their just
share of taxation, were during the last few years,

first time I the city’s history. justiy and
He lnstanced the Laciede Gas
Light Company, whose property. Iscluding its
license 18X, wWas valued for taxation, in 1999, oaly
at $2G8TOWM, wune ia IBM. such valuation was
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placed at $10.350.000, and in 1905 at $11.985.000,

cresecmarsassssssstcssisanat nne sl SO

to £219 on the $£100 valuation”
platform says that this increase was voted by the
people for World's Fair bonds and for School Board

As instances of the manmer in which people un-
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ficvitions conversion, bafare the initic] doy of assess-

-,&;*_‘ ar preperty inte United States bomda,
and
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ministratioss. Iz one instance these taxes bad ac-

cumuiated for more than eight years, and amounted
to move than §3800. They were promptly eaforced
and collected as soom 28 the present administration

40 cents to 55 cents oa the §100 valuation, and that
a levy of 10 cents on the same valuation had to be
made for meeting the interest and establishing a
sinking fund for the World's Fair bond Issue, thus
accounting for the entire increase of =5 cents. Both
these measures had been sanctioned by the citizens
of St. Louis, by am overwhelming majority, at a
popular election, but the money raised by this addi-
tional 25 cents did in part not go into the city’s
colfers at all, and none of it went into its coffers
for municipal purposes, and hence the Increase cuts
8¢ fgure at all in the results accomplished by the
present administration.

In conclusion the speaker spoke highly of the
pemsonnel composing the Demoeratic ticket, and
made an earnest appeal 1o his bearers to continue

the administration in power, since it unquestionably

was coe of the best If not the best administration

which the city ever had.

: e
PLATFORMS CONTRASTED.
When a party organ saye “We admit that we

kave a2 bad candidate but we have a beautiful plat-
form™ the American voter, who knows the facility
of promises and the rarity of their execution, un-
derstands tha: the party in question has nothing
good to offer.

Yesternday the Globe's comment on the Republice-

an City Convention was that Talty “does pot fully
measure up to the requircments of the situation.™
But, the Globe jpsists, the platform is fine. Then
it charges the Democrats with having no pilat-
form.

Let us see about the platform. TUnder direct

primaries a written platform In detall is not wsual.
But, in the firmt place, Mr. Wells declared bis con-
victions and purpuses im a public letier when he
conscnted fo stand for the nomination. That
declaration was approved by the party.
Globe insists on a platform to attack, it cam do

If the

battle with the letter.
As the people well know, however, the real plat-

form is the admipistration of Mayor Welis.

And this isspe the Republicans formally recog-

nized. Their boasted platform s mothing but a
statement of opposition to the Wells policies and
performances In the maintenance of good govern-

ment. It admits the reality of the Democratic

platform of deeds and announces its fanlt-inding
criticism as‘its platform of words.

Take the Globe's own editorial. It sars that the
Republican platform “coademns the Wells adminis-

tration us lax and dilatory." The Democratic plat-

form is that the Wells administration has becn

energetic and efective.

“Censures the garbage flasco and abomination.™

The Democratic platform congratulates the city on
the escape from Butler domination aud approves

the method adopted by Mr. Wella, 4
“I"oluts out the increase of taxation -from $1.595
Tke Democratic

purposes; and Democrats support the wishes of the

people. The Republicans condemn the voters who

ordered the World's Fair bonds and the School
Board Increase.

“Refers to the dangerous use of chemicals In the
water supply.” The Democratic platform approves

the clarification of the water at 2 nominal expense.

“Drenounces the State board systemn of governing
the city.” Neither Mr. Wells nor any other Demo-

ecrat on the municipal ticket has anything to do with

this system. The Polire Board system was started
forty years ago and more; and was maintaloed
when Republicans were in power.

The Glote and the Republican convention saw

and acknowledged what was the Democratic plat-

forms. They do no more than perfunctorily declare

oppusition. Bolled down, the Giobe editorial is just
this: “We have a candidate ucfit for the office and

a platform which is mothing but a series of knocks
for everything achleved by the Wells administra-
tion; that is to say, no piatform at all.”

Let the campaign proceed on the issue as chosen
br the gaug organ.

—e P e e
THE LINE-UP AGAINST REFORM

To the average voler ithe local political situation
couid not be clearer. The Butler Influcnee Is sovn
distinetly in the whole antagonism to the Wells
admiuistration. The policy. “Anythinrg ta beat
Weils,” stands out conspicuously in the nominations
azd the platform of the Republicans and in the
nominations and the platform offercd by the mo-
called independents. In fact. ritizens newd pot tax
thelr memeories to recall aan identical situation but a
few years ago.

There is only ome diference Letween the gitua-
tion which existed a few years ago, when a third
ticket helped Butler's ebject. and the situation now.
when a third ticket is in the field and active against
Butier's ememies. At this time the tickets which
are opposing the Wells admicistration, and thereby
are aiding Butler, are stapding against reform and
progress aud they obstruct the preservatiom of
standanl government.

The Republican ticket nominated this week by

the convention is put forth by the old bipartisan
gsang aud it embraces members of the old bipartisan
gang. The Republican platform adopted by the
convention was formulated by members of the old

Ucket. which ostensibly professes the principies of

municipg! owrership, bas at lts bead 3 somines who
has Wever beiped manicipal enterprises except dur-
iag campaigns; it has among other nominees 8 man
who is sore becanse he fafled of sppointment by

Mayer Wells; it has amoug its campaign masegens

"

i
t
|
f

discord among the Republican voters, especlally
those of the class who have the eity and good gov-
ernment at heart. Wednesday's ncminations made
thousands of stanch Wells supporters out of good

of thelr party’s affairs.

gvod government In general, the machine organs

go backward? Shall the clarification be discontin-
uod, and muddy water be uuppued again?

smith’s safe with sledgebamwers. They broke the
combination, but not the safe. Moral: Never knoek.

are wmused by the report that Earth astronomers clalm

Colller's Weekly,

HIE
i
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tion. Moreover, it understands the political sltus-
tion, and sees through the gang’s trickery. Under
the Wells administration the public is sure of good
government. The volers cannot afford to recognise
the opposition. The re-election of the Wells party
is an assurance of the presecrvation of good gov-

|
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Attempis by Republican managers to disrupt the

The Harmonle Hall convention is bound to strike

Republican citizens who resent Butler's domination

—————
After objecting to street Improvements apd to

profers keen regret that the water Is clarified. Does
the public agree with the organs? Shall 8§t. Louis

e
Burgiars falled In their efforts to open a black-

e o
With a few more pegroes appointed to important
offices, Mr. llvosevelt will turn Federal ple contests
into regular cakewalks.
>

HOTAIRSHIP DISPATCH.

Springfield, Saturn, March 16.—Scicntists on thls planet

to have discovered a retrograde motion in our moon No.
8% Those of our inhabitants who are conversant with
the affalrs of the universe are st a loss for a reason
for christening this saiellite Phocbe.

Granting the premise that it travels backward, 1t
would seem appropriate and timely to name 1t Kuro-
patkln. But the facts do not bear out the conelusions
of Professor Pickering, who 13 well known here by rea-
son of his former connection with Washington Univer-
sity. JMoon No. § !s not traveling backward. The pro-
fessor 1s simply the victim of an optical fllusion caused
by the rapid forward movement of America,

It is Interesting 1o note that observers in Russia and
Turkey report that the sateliite Is advancing so rapidly
that they have been unable to keep track of its flight.
This goes Lo show that all things are relative and that
the point of view Las much to do with the sccuracy
of observations, as the small boy at the knot hole said
when what hie thought wos & bomé rua was a foul tip
which hit Lim in the eye.

For the Information of Earth astronomers Your cor-
respondent s at liberty to state that Eaturn really has
twenty-three moons. It Is not true that this planet
has “keeled over™ Tuls also was an optical fllusion
1a reality Earth flopped when Missourl went Republican,

o
RECENT COMMENT.

A Pelitician’s Saered Perseh.

Lese majeste is a conception which has recelved small
consideration in America. Judge Herrick, defeated can-
didate for Governor of New Yurk, recently scolded the
newspapers for commenting so caustically on politicians,
because, forsooth, it destroyed esnfidence fa sald poll-
ticlans. Ar If that were not the very object! Judge
Herrick ought 1o have lunch with Gevermor Penny-
packer, when two great souls could weep as one, when
each, obscrving tlie consoricusness of the press, could
burst his mizhiy heart. A learned gubacriber writes to
us: “Dear JMr. Bditor] Concerning the drawings in your
paper dated January 3 and February 11, [ am astonlghed
to fiad in what pretcnds (o be a rufined publication guch
pictures, disgracing the public, their elected Hepresenta-
tives, the national Cupitol (the pride of every Ameri-
can), 1a fact our country. For I am one of the public, a
workingman, but I do not want to be compared with 5
poor skinny Jdog. I Lear a higher estimation of myself,
What will people In foreign countries think of Americang
when they soe such drawings, snd how wiil they act
on the minds of many Americans™ lHe goes on to the
famillar argument Lthat trusts are lowering prices. His
view of momopoly is a legitimate one, but why should
he object 10 a cartoonist expressing the opposite view
in this paper? A man who fears that such Inteiligent
criticism of putlic affalrs as t» furnished by our belter
newspapers s dangvrous has trails ia common with the
Iargemt bird extant. A fallure to argus these toplcs
out in full s much more dangerous. B

Resseas Sor Thiags.
Puck

3r. Rockeleller ordered repairs to a Lakewnod ehurech
because water leaked In freely. He might order repalirs
to Wall street for the same reasos.

The Lat which Mra Roosevelt wore at the fn-
auguration was designed by an Indiaza milliner. Which
proves that net all of Indiana's poems are those of the
quill and the midnight eil

Russia is preparing & fourth Raltio fleet. A block
signal system had better be installed, or there will bo &
terrible rear-end collision with the Third Second and
First

Chestarfield Chaumcey: “Could you spare me an oM
pair of trousers, mum ™

Mr Whnrow: “Yes; do you want anything else™

Chasterfield Chauncey: “Oh, yes. T'd ke showut afty
millicns and & seat in the Sesate—but dat kin wait'™

Xext House Noocsan: “Did y° ever werk at gli™
Petp ODuy: “Yes: | wus & carpenter, but | retived
about Bfteen years agv.”

ﬁ-,'-: “An' whet did ye mame th' baby after th"
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MRS. CALHOUN TO TERTA
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duoal the Fire and
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the two .-m-r’
members, appeinted the
The stage wns artistically decorated b-hm they are remevably by at eny
with smilax and palms and bay trees | Mits Alma, who have been to_the Stard) s
The programime was oue of the most 10~ | shortty expect io return o 8¢ Louis T | VISITORS AT ST. LOUIS HOTELS
teresting that tho club has given. Miss —_— e
Mary Pearson rendered scveral pisno se- k“"‘“‘"m!‘”:.m“g-. —2 E. Baker of Speingfiald, O.. hes sesmp 8
lections. The quartet, composed of Mra ..’““"‘m""*""‘“" iele ‘:‘ﬁ-ﬁ-
Chappell, Mrs. Hannauer, Mrs. Annan and — = ot tia Seouzets of Decoter. TH.. has Soems
Mra, McCandless, gave selections, c.."-u m""‘g:: of I.'L“l—hm of -&tm-u-—l Mo, @ aguesed
The Jefferson Chapter of the Dauugh- o -.""..‘.'.".‘;;‘.'..".:..'.’:“"""'""-*
st . -g'-mnxnuu-mmm —C. L DeField of Fast Praivia Ma. = &
a reception which will be the formal| yorgi Gras festivities, have returned | 50w ot the
the sucial semsom at Mra IA | home, —W. B Rand of San Pancises, Cai. o
K. Calbhoun’s hume, Suturday, March = - fooms st the Lindcll
p— Colonel azd Mre. J. G, Butler are mek- | —¥r= J. E Fisher of Hanaital Na. b &
Mrs. Jack Brusser of land avenus | g o trip in the Mediterrancan. et ot e
has relwned from an = thern Sefmro —Mr. and M A. J. Maun of Chicagn, TH.
Mra. Cornie of No. G0 Mary- | 0 Bt e o e i
Mre. Martin Shaughnessy fs visiting tn | 1204 8venus is visling in the South. orday B¢ St Planprs v B, cpeut yeu-
Balumore. Mr. and Mra. J. Barada Widen have vo- | _—F. L. Masterson of Tampa, Pia., spent yap-
——— turned from their Cuban Journey. Serday at the Plaaters
iss Sadls Teusdale, whe s traveling i —o-%‘mh-du-l..-
her muther abrvad, is ill in Athens. Mr. and Mra John W of Morgsn ﬂ:‘ll ...'J—s
Miss Ruth Orthwein and JMiss BEdna .m"“,\m“‘:.,. uh—u;_.gm mnunl-lw e =
Rumsey bave gone to Burvpe. tuv-l-s w“.‘ --('.vmqth__
— return to Bt. Louls yeslenday
Mrs. L. 8 Parker of Jefferson Clty i | afior Niagara w,w Bafije, o ey
ﬂnm e o 'm. !an“ﬂ}-hmam ,;k o o & e
e B | e, e e s | o e e mm o
res ik w . k
again. Smith of West Belle piace Gos ot e Pl o of MmN
Miss Violet Albright, who is with ber | Mrs Wilktam of London, England, | , Jovy M R Jeuer of Feplor Niuit, Ma. W
Ean Fraunclsco, Is recovering 'bh‘b.?". h?-—lhw“;h _t?'m&;m“hm-"-
—_— on the B &, Paitic March 3. Sbo will ro- R B G ot sasaes o
Hum&!&:ml:md -htl;oﬁ mm%.&ﬂ«m:hw“hm ny.
Ll a4 March
. the World's Fuir, salied Thurs- | o0 T o e . S Kiliun of Seui
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HOW THE POLICE DEPARTMENTS

Advantages and Defects Shown in Systems in Vogue Among Tea
Large Municipalities—* Home -Rule” Scheme Comtrasted With
State Control—Diflerences Exist in Every Place.

In the several large cities of the United the Governor eppointing three Commis-
States, where a really metropolitan police | sloners and the

force may te said to exist, the regula- | Every year some protest gees

tions under which they operate vary more | Beston
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are scarcely two cities where the condl-

Because of the passage by the Missouri | lice Commissionera, who are appointed by
General Assembily of the so-called “Home :ﬂm“‘. “ﬂm
Rule BUL* which now awaits the pieas- | 1% Jomery unier whivh they act.  The
ure of Governor Folk, thoss condlilons ob- | teaance of the department.
talning In the regulations of the police NEW YORK'S DEPARTMENT.
forces of other large citles acgulre & new | In the tarmas under which the Police De-
temporary interest for the people of Bk | partment of Greater New York operaiss
Louls and Missour! gencrally. ] several unigue, if not anomalous, features

The Eepublic hus obtained brief state- | exist. It has ne Folice Board Police

the police depar-ments cf ten of the larger
cities of the United Btates opurate.

Of ths ten the control of the depart-
m=nte of two cities, Baltimore and Boe-
ton, 15 vested In the Btate guvernment.
Greater New York, Fhiladelphia, Cincin-
natl, Cleveland, Mianeapolis, Denver. Mil-
waukee and Loulsville all operate thelr

Corrigan: “Waell, he don’t know & dom thing abeut
annyihia’ an" Shtl Be's A Bess .

OF VARIOUS CITIES ARE MANAGED
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the members of the police :
board are appuinted by the Governor, and ®
are rosponsible to MM, the cily furnish- ®
ing the revenue for the msinlenance of :
the departmomnt, however. In all other
cases the appointive power is o "’;‘:‘?“mm‘gm"m:
‘rm‘l“ of tha
“HOME RULE" SYSTEMS. | . b T e e o s B e A
Among the ten citles enumerated which | 14y fve Boroughs. bourd provides »
huhnmhmm-thofuwmdmmm‘wmmm:
ot o ¥ m" "m' ﬁ e Tule to Giveres :n.mm“
m.h.-h g -H: Gepart-| eeiion .-hm’hh'mlm Governer Phelps, Mayer Ovorsteln,
mm‘ .'m:a“: o Mawma.ma.cmlrm v
w-m m.:"dmdc:’l.hg.._ but this is really & © Colonel J. G Prather, the Rever §
Mayor and answerable to hims. Five of mm-."“—.&w m““:-lmmm“. *1'. ‘_‘m
"o o g e o ctin Rav- hwmn’ .mmh&h‘--ﬂ
‘.........“' Commis nformed Chid ot |@ of Curtstion Brethery Collage.
e R but this does Bot mees that the @ Jodge Jehn P. Dillen became
Rt hao ut e Mg of — “,:a"mtummﬁrhun
dcpartment a director, whose functions are -‘.—-ﬁm --_-.-:—h-nm-n-
:'nm;-_:.':'._. Bave to be acted upes by the Legisiature. |@  Morchants amd masufucturess of
Chiet of Police, who acts with- FHILADELFNIAS FORCE. © B Louiy Gecidnd to resist an o0
supervision of & board, but s m""'w'-o“u“h“
to the Mayer, who appeints . | Pou " it ‘whe e sovaieind vy chg | P 4 ey, cuiming
M throe of the officials are appeinted b Pon w.,“..o-n--_n-a-
the Mayors of the rypective citles, and m 1 soan
-
positions sither on the Police Beard or @ the parchase of the callege bulls- @
hmm“im & ing ot Kleventh and Nerth Marbet
the act of (1= streeta, thas placing the institutien
@ en & permasent hasls
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